Top row, from left: Pebblebrook Lane in Troy, IIl., involves almost every home on the block. The yard at 3804 Upton Street in 
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SUNDAY POST-DISPATCH 


St. Louis is full of characters and little Christmas trees. (Photos courtesy of Laura Thake) 


Middle row, from left: The driveway at 2342 Lee Drive in Arnold features lit archways. The home at 697 Calamar Court in 


O’Fallon, Mo., has a blue display set to music. (Photos courtesy of Laura Thake) 


Bottom: Visitors crowd the sidewalk Friday at the railroad-themed display at the home of Dan Schmidt, 8851 Windom 
Avenue, in Overland. A list of local displays can be found at holidaylighthopping.com. (Photo by Sid Hastings) 


Aunt, nephew traverse neighborhoods on 
hunt for ‘sensory overload’ home holiday 
displays to include in their online guide 


BY ERIN HEFFERNAN 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


ST. LOUIS COUNTY e Laura 
Thake and her nephew Mitch 
Miller sit in a Subaru SUV that’s 
covered in Christmas lights. 

Their heads are both cocked 
as they consider a blinking holi- 
day light display animated to “I 
Saw Three Ships.” 

Thake sighs. 

“Well, I’m underwhelmed.” 

“Agreed,” says Miller. “Let’s 
roll” 

“I mean it’s pretty, but would 
someone want to drive out here 
just for this?” 


“It’s not really filling our cri- 
teria,’ says Miller. “Open space 
in the yard ... underutilized. 
(They just lit) the gutter line 
NOT the roof line. I’m not try- 
ing to be a diva here but ...” 

Thake reverses the illumi- 
nated car and drives off. This 
house wouldn’t make the cut. 

It is the evening of Dec. 10, 
the sixth night within a week 
that one or both of the aunt- 
and-nephew team had been on 
this mission: creating a curated 
guide to the best free home 
holiday light displays in greater 
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‘BACK OFF, YOU CREEP!’ 


Veteran Missouri politico 
fends off verbal barrages, 
happily stumps for Trump on 
CNN when no one else will 


Ed Martin 
keeps on 
smiling 


Missouri politico Ed Martin spars with fellow 
CNN commentator Ana Navarro in August 2017 on 
“Anderson Cooper 360.” 


BY KEVIN MCDERMOTT 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


After a white supremacist rally in Charlottes- 
ville, Va., in August turned deadly, President 
Donald Trump said there were “very fine people 
on both sides” of the conflict, a comment that 
spurred outrage across the political spectrum. 

For CNN, that surely complicated the task of 
finding a commentator to take the pro-Trump 
position in the political cage-match show “An- 
derson Cooper 360,” since most prominent con- 
servatives in the country were ducking Trump’s 
words. 

Enter veteran Missouri politico Ed Martin: 
former state Republican Party chairman, some- 
time candidate for office, full-time controversy 
magnet — and, lately, the conservative who will 
happily wade into the enemy territory of non- 
Fox cable news to stump for Trump when, seem- 
ingly, no one else will. 


See MARTIN ° Page A9 


Recent firefighters’ 
deaths raise alarm 
on cancer risks 


Washing gear after a blaze, 
earlier medical screenings 
are part of revised procedures 


BY SAMANTHA LISS 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


There’s an understanding among firefighters 
that dirty gear is a measure of toughness. The 
char from past fires is a way to garner respect 
and serves as a badge of honor. 

But that badge, that dirty turnout gear, is now 
an ominous reminder of the perils of the job. 
And in an abrupt change of culture, the black- 
ened gear is now considered an enemy. 

Multiple studies show firefighters are at an in- 
creased risk for some cancers and cancer-related 
deaths due to the carcinogens they face when 
battling fires. 

There’s also a correlation between time spent 
at fires and an increased rate of lung cancers and 
related deaths. And the chance of leukemia in- 
creased with the number of fire runs, according 
to a series of studies that analyzed the health 


See FIREFIGHTERS e Page A7 
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2017: The year 
in business 


BUSINESS e D1 


Exploring 
quirky 
Illinois 


Oddities 
abound in 
the Land 
of Lincoln 
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Cardinals buy 
time to win 
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m, Report: CDC told to avoid 
certain terms « A11 


Messenger: A ‘cover-up’ 
at veterans home? « a2 


Nicklaus: Job growth 
likely to remain slow « p1 
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